
Introduction
I was somewhat surprised when these two young men walked

into my shop and exclaimed they were going to do a book on the
history of Parkersburg·. As a dealer and connoisseur of antiques I've
seen every historic writing on Parkersburg, and there have been
many.

They explained to me that all past works about the city had
been geared primarily to the person who had lived here all his
life, and to that I'll heartily agree. Emphasis was always on who
preached at what church and who worked in what livery stable,
along with other boring bits of trivia. Furthermore, the other
books were written accounts supplemented with pictures; this one
is a pictorial narrative supplemented with writing. In no better
place than history does the adage "a picture is worth a thousand
words" apply.

So I agreed to help them. First we enlisted the aid of Mr.
and Mrs. Robert Cooper, whose contribution proved to be the
backbone of this book. Next we sought the advise and infor-
mation of many other local historians. Pictures were sifted through
by the thousands. Information was sorted out. To all was added
the organization, writing and final voice of the two authors, the
businesslike Mr. Null and the eccentric Mr. Dawson.

This is the final result and I think it is a good one. Whether
or not you've lived here long I'm sure you'll enjoy this fresh, new
account of Parkersburg's past. In fact I'm sure you'll find it not
only a history but a ... time venture as well.

Richard Bird

Pioneer Antique Shop

January 3, 1969

An early view up Market Street from Third.
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